
The Brothers Herzog ……...aka……...  A Tale of Two Citizens 
Research on Philip & Joseph Herzog, brothers of Marie Herzog Furchgott (my great-great-great-grandmother) by Alison Walsh 

 
 

PHILIP HERZOG 
 
Philip HERZOG (b. ca. 1825, Hungary; d. 1894, New York, NY) 
married Henrietta "Hattie" BENEDICT (b. 1838, Hungary; d. 1926, New York, NY) 
3 children: 

1. Beatrice HERZOG (b. 1856, New York, NY; d. 1934, New York, NY) - no children 
2. Felix Benedict HERZOG (b. abt 1859, New York, NY; d. 1912, New York, NY) - no 
children 
3. Helene HERZOG (b. 1862, New York, NY; d. 1945, New York, NY) - no children 

 
 
Philip was a member of the “Forty-Eighters”- a collective term for the supporters of a series of 
widespread revolutions across Europe in 1848. The Hungarian Revolution, led by Lajos Kossuth (pron. 
“LAH-yosh KOO-shoot”) against the Hapsburg dynasty rulers of the Austrian Empire, was ultimately 
supressed, and Kossuth and his supporters were forced into exile. This precipitated what is generally 
considered the first mass wave of Jews to America. In this context, Philip arrived in the burgeoning city 
of New York in 1850. His obituary calls him "one of the Hungarian refugees with Kossuth" and claims 
he "was personally acquainted with the great patriot" (note: this might be an exaggeration). 
 

 

  
LEFT: Louis Kossuth lithograph by N. Currier. RIGHT: Daguerreotype of Kossuth by J.J. Hawes in Boston, 1851.  



 
 
ABOVE: "When Kossuth Rode up Broadway" Louis Kossuth, received with cheers from Americans upon his arrival in New 
York, December 6th, 1851 (source: Museum of the City of New York). It’s said his reception in America was rivaled only by 
Lafayette’s. 

 
 
Philip initially found work in cigar manufacturing and eventually became a tobacco broker. (Cigars 
enjoyed a peak of popularity in the United States in the 1860s, with annual consumption hitting a high 
of 26 per person in 1860.) He married Henrietta, also from Hungary, and they had 3 children (1 son 
Felix Benedict and 2 daughters Beatrice and Helene). In 1860 the family moved into what must have 
been a lovely home on East 31st Street in the Murray Hill neighborhood of Manhattan. From 1861 to 
1869, Philip worked for the U.S. Customs House (located at 55 Wall Street) as an Assistant Appraiser 
for the U.S. Treasury Dept.  
 

 

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47e0-cccf-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99


 
ABOVE: United States Custom House, formerly Merchant's Exchange Building, 55 Wall Street, New York City ca. 1885 -- 
where Philip worked as an Appraiser from 1861-1869. Today it is the Cipriani Club. (via New York Public Library Digital 
Collections.)  

 
 
The family were prominent members of society; in the summers, the women went to Newport, RI "for 
the season" and were mentioned in the society pages among names like Astor and Vanderbilt. 
 

 



 
 
ABOVE: Excerpt of the society pages mentioning Hattie, Beatrice and Helene’s arrival at the Ocean House resort in Newport, 
Rhode Island, for “the Season.” Other family names mentioned include Morgan, Vanderbilt, and Astor. Source: New York Daily 
Tribune, Sunday July 22, 1888, page 16.  
 



 
 
ABOVE: Images of the Ocean House resort in Newport, Rhode Island. 
 

 
 

 
 
ABOVE: Philip Herzog’s obituary in the New-York Tribune, Fri, Mar 23, 1894. 
 

 
 
 
  



Philip's son Felix Benedict has his own Wikipedia page. After graduating from Columbia with a law 
degree and Ph.D., he had a prolific career as an electrical engineer, patent attorney, inventor, 
telephony pioneer, business owner, critically-acclaimed photographer, artist, and lifelong bachelor. 
Herzog invented a telephone switchboard, a police emergency calling system, and a sophisticated 
signal system used in many luxury hotels called the Herzog Teleseme.  
 

 

 
 
ABOVE: The Herzog Teleseme was a sophisticated signal system for luxury hotels that telegraphed requests from hotel 
rooms to the service staff (before the telephone made systems like it obsolete). This model was installed in the Élysée Palace 
Hotel in Paris. 
 

 
 
He was also a cutting-edge artist/photographer with a reputation for finding beautiful models to pose for 
him, including 17-year-old Audrey Munson, who would become "America's First Supermodel."  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felix_Benedict_Herzog
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_vault/2014/03/17/herzog_teleseme_service_wheel_for_19th_century_grand_hotels.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audrey_Munson


 
 

 
 

 
 
ABOVE LEFT: Portrait of a Miss Audrey Munson with Buzzer the cat by photographer Arnold Genthe, 1915 (source: Library of 
Congress). ABOVE RIGHT: Audrey Munson as a nude model in the 1915 film Inspiration, notable for being the first 
non-pornographic American film to feature full nudity of a woman (source: Wikipedia).  
 

 
 
ABOVE: Excerpt of 1926 gossip article about Audrey Munson: “World Famous Model Cursed By Her Great Beauty” (source: 
The Ogden Standard-Examiner, 24 Oct 1926, p.33) 
 

 
 



Never married, Felix Benedict Herzog died suddenly on April 21, 1912, at the age of 52, due to 
complications from surgery. In his will, he left everything to his widowed mother and his 2 sisters, who 
seem to have lived reclusively in the lap of luxury for the rest of their lives. 
 

 
 

 
 
ABOVE LEFT: Obituary for Felix Benedict Herzog. ABOVE RIGHT: Notice in the New York Times, 22 Apr 1912. 
 



  
 
ABOVE: Felix Benedict Herzog’s listing in a social directory called “Who’s Who in New York City and State: a Biographical 
Dictionary of Contemporaries” published in 1911. 
 

 
 
Around 1916, sisters Beatrice and Helene and their elderly mother boarded up the home they'd lived in 
for 56 years and moved into the glamorous Park Avenue Hotel where they remained in recluse for a 
decade. 1926 was a crazy year for the sisters. Their mother Henrietta died in April, and the following 
month, some boys were caught breaking into the abandoned family home full of valuables left behind 
collecting dust. The story of the aged spinster sisters and their abandoned mystery mansion made local 
papers across the country (I found many versions of the same syndicated AP article from New York to 
California), with sensational headlines like: 
 

"Boys Discover $200,000 in Jewelry Left in Mansion By Spinsters Who Seclude 
Themselves in Hotel Suite"  

....and....  

http://collections.mcny.org/Collection/Park%20Avenue%20Hotel,%20Park%20(4th)%20Ave.,%2032d%20and%2033d%20Sts.,%20New%20York.-2F3HRGN9HX3.html


"Boys Find $420,000 in Mystery House - Owned by Aged Spinsters Who Have Never 
Left Their Hotel."  

 

 
Clippings from three different newspapers on Saturday, May 29, 1926. LEFT: from the Oneonta Journal (Oneonta, New York). 
CENTER: from the Great Falls Tribune (Great Falls, Montana). RIGHT: from the Ithaca Journal (Ithaca, New York). 
 



 

 
 
 
On top of all that, the old Park Avenue Hotel they called home was sold and demolished in September 
to make room for a new skyscraper. One writer lamented in the Herald, "the old Park Avenue Hotel is in 
hands of insatiable wreckers and another familiar landmark fades." The old hotel was considered the 



last of its generation, but the writer admitted its former grandeur had faded -- now "prim and knitting 
ladies dotted the lobby." The sisters relocated to the nearby Hotel Le Marquis. Helen survived her sister 
Beatrice by 11 years, and died in 1945 at the age of 83. Everyone except Helene was buried together 
in the historic Woodlawn Cemetery in The Bronx. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

http://collections.mcny.org/Collection/12%20East%2031st%20Street.%20Le%20Marquis%20apartments.-2F3XC5I9QO.html


JOSEPH HERZOG 
 

 
Joseph HERZOG (b. abt 1827, Hungary; d. 1922, SF, CA) 
married Augusta KAHN (b. 1845, Germany; d. 1917, SF, CA) in 1863, SF, CA. 
6 children: 

1. Adele HERZOG (b. abt 1864, New York; d. 1957, SF, CA) m. Edward Cohn (b. 1859, 
d. 1930), 1 child: 

i. Elmer Herzog Cohn (b. 1895, d. 1971) 
2. (Unknown) HERZOG (b. abt 1865, SF CA; d. before 1900, SF, CA)  
3. Henry Joseph HERZOG (b. abt 1867, SF, CA; d. 1906, SF, CA) 
4. Bertha Augusta HERZOG (b. abt 1869, SF, CA; d. 1946, SF) m. Solomon Bloom (b. 
1867, d. 1918), 2 children: 

i. Monroe Alfred Bloom (b. 1904, d. 1990) m. Margaret Abel 
ii. Henry J Bloom (b. 1907, d. 1971) 

5. Alfred Herbert HERZOG (b. abt 1873, SF, CA; d. 1901, SF, CA) 
6. Melville William HERZOG (b. abt 1875, SF, CA; d. 1919, SF, CA) m. Katherine Gray 
(b. 1884) 

 
 
 
Joseph made a different life for himself out West.  
 
According to various obituaries, Joseph was a true "San Francisco pioneer" who arrived at the 
California boom-town in 1850 "by sailing vessel around the Horn" (the southern tip of South America). 
His timing was perfect. This was only one year into the San Francisco Gold Rush of 1849. 
 
Upon arrival, Joseph would have found a surreal scene famously described as a “forest of masts” -- the 
harbor filled with abandoned shipping vessels whose crews had taken off in search of gold. Only two 
years earlier, the first gold nuggets had been discovered in the Sacramento valley, kickstarting the Gold 
Rush that brought tens of thousands of would-be miners to California to strike rich. 
 
In early 1848, the non-native population of California was about 800. 
By late 1849, the population had reached 100,000.  
 
 
 
 



 
ABOVE: Abandoned vessels in Yerba Buena Bay, San Francisco, 1853. From a daguerreotype series by William Shew. 
Courtesy of National Museum of American History, Smithsonian. 

 
 
In 1856, Joseph was a lieutenant in the famous 1856 Vigilance Committee, a movement where citizens 
of San Francisco used vigilante justice to “clean up” corruption in the city.  
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco_Committee_of_Vigilance


 
ABOVE: Charles Cora and James Casey are hanged by the Committee of Vigilance, San Francisco, 1856. 
 

 
ABOVE: This is a photo of "Fort Gunnybags," headquarters of the San Francisco Vigilance Committee of 1856. It was on 
Sacramento street between Davis and Front streets. 
 



 
ABOVE: 1884 commemorative coins of the Vigilance Committee. Front: “Be Just and Fear Not / Fiat Justitia Ruat Coelum.” 
Back: “Committee of Vigilance. Organized 9th June 1851. Reorganized 14th May 1856.” 

 
 
Joseph was also active in the local Democratic party. He was head of the Alameda County delegation 
in 1859-60 during split-up of northern and southern democrats, and "made a strong fight for Stephen A. 
Douglas against John C. Breckinridge, choice of the southern element." (Abe Lincoln won.) 
 

 



ABOVE: 1860 poliical cartoon “The Split-Tail Democracy” published in the Chicago Rail-Splitter. Republican Abraham Lincoln 
has used a trap made of a rail to capture the twin possums of the Democratic Party: the presidential nominees of its Northern 
and Southern factions, Senator Stephen A. Douglas of IL (right) and Vice President John C. Breckinridge of KY (left). 

 
 
Joseph was initially in the dry goods and tobacco business.  
 
In the San Francisco city directory of 1865, his business is listed as Herzog & Cahn Cigars & 
Tobacco, 304 Battery, San Francisco, with his residence across the bay in Oakland. He would have 
taken the ferry from Oakland to San Francisco. 

 

 
 
By 1870, Joseph Herzog is listed as a proprietor of the Eureka Hair Factory -- where they manufactured 
a horsehair substitute out of soaproot to be used in stuffing chairs and mattresses.  



 
 
 

 
 
In 1871 he patented an early prototype of the Cable Car.  
 



 
 



On top of all that, he is touted in his obits as the first builder of a brick building in Oakland, and the 
namesake of a street in Berkeley.  
 

 
 1880 map of Berkeley | Note “Herzog Tract” spanning Alcatraz Avenue 

 
 

 
1956 map of Berkeley | Herzog Street is perpendicular to the original tract and bisected by a playground.  

 
He married Augusta Kahn, had 6 children, and died in 1922 at the age of 96. 
 

https://goo.gl/maps/xN58g8e2ytG2


 



 
 
 
 



What I learned about his children:  
 
Joseph's son Alfred died at age 28 of an accidental fall in the rear of a tamale stand; Joseph sued the 
building owners for his son's untimely death.  
 

 
 
Joseph’s son Henry died at age 39; Henry lived to see the great earthquake of 1906 but died 4 months 
later -- cause of death unknown.  
 
Joseph's last living son Melville died at age 44 in the Influenza epidemic of 1918-19. He married but I 
found no record of children. 
 
Adele had one son, Elmer Herzog Cohn, who married but no record of children.  
 
Bertha had 2 sons, Monroe A Bloom and Henry J Bloom. Only Monroe married, and I found no 
record of children for either. 
 

 
 

  



TIMELINE 
 

 PHILIP in NYC JOSEPH in SFO 

1825 Birth  

1828  Birth 

   

   

1848 Hungarian Revolution of 1848 

1850 Arrival in New York City Arrival in San Francisco 

1851  Vigilance Committee of 1851 

1853 Crystal Palace opens on 42nd st.  

1856 Birth of daughter Beatrice Vigilance Committee of 1856 

1857 Panic of 1857  

1859 Birth of son Felix  

1860 Lincoln wins presidential election 

1861 Civil War starts 

 Worked at customs house  

1862 Birth of daughter Helene  

1863  Married 

1864  Birth of daughter Adele 

1865 Civil War ends 

  Birth of son 

1867 Creation of Austro-Hungary 

  Birth of son Henry 

1869 Retired from Customs House Birth of Bertha 

1873  Birth of son Alfred 

1875  Birth of son Melville 



1888 Family summers in Newport  

1894 Death, age 69  

1895  Birth of grandson Elmer 

1900  Death of son 

1901  Death of son alfred 

1904  Birth of grandson monroe 

1906  Death of son henry 

1907  Birth of grandson henry 

1917  Death of wife 

1918 Start of World War One 

1919  Death of son Melville 

1922  Death, age 94 

   

 

 
 
 


